JUN-06-2003 14:39 



BURNS DORNE 



703 836 2021 P. 19/22 



Application No. 09/155.982 
Attorney's Docket No. 032475-001 

Page 16 

REMARKS 

Entry of the foregoing, reexaniination and reconsideration of the above-identified 
application are respectfully requested. 

Applicants note with appreciation the courtesies extended to applicants' undersigned 
representative on April 14, 2003. During the interview, all of the claims were discussed. 
The Examiner noted that the art failed to teach a monoclonal antibody which recognizes the 
150 kDA epitope. 

The claims have thus been amended, according to the examiner's helpful 
suggestion, to be directed to an isolated monoclonal antibodies "which recognize a 150 
kDA r. equigenitalis protein." The claims have also been amended to included 
embodiments wherein additional antibodies are included with the antibody against the 150 
kDA protein. In particular, monoclonal antibodies which recognize 71 equigenitalis 
proteins selected from the group consisting of T. equigenitalis proteins of 120 kDA, 52.7 
kDA and 22 (LPS) kDA may also be included iu accordance with the teachings of the 
specification. Claims directed to monoclonal antibodies obtained from the deposited 
hybridomas are also included, e.g., the IgG2b (10C9.6) and IgG3 (7C4.10) antibodies as 
disclosed on page 22 of the specification. 

Dependent claims have also been added directed to strains of hybridomas, methods 
of identification of a r. equigenitalis bacterium and of diagnosing a T. equigenitalis 
infection, and kits con^rising the claimed antibodies. These claims mirror those already 
pending, and thus do not represent any new issues or new matter. 
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Applicants further note that the recitation of "150 kDA" is not an exact value, but 
would be recognized in the art as including some variability. As described in the 
specification, the value of "150 kDA" was determined using gel electrophoresis. This 
value thus inherently includes some variability, i.e., ±.10%. A person skilled in the art 
would thus recognize that the claim includes antibodies which recognize a T. eqidgenitalis 
protem of 150 kDA ± 10 % . 

The nonelected clauns have also been cancelled by this amendment. 
Entry of this amendment is believed to be consistent with 37 C.F.R. §1.116, since 
it is believed to place the clauns in condition for allowance. No new issues are raised, nor 
is new matter presented. 

In view of the instant amendments, the pending rejections of record are believed to 
be overcome. As noted by the Examiner during the personal interview, none of the cited 
an teaches a monoclonal antibody which recognizes the 150 kDA epitope. Antibodies or 
compositions including such antibodies which recognize a 150 kDA epitope of T. 
equigenitalis would not be anticipated by or obvious in view of the prior art. Withdrawal 
of the rejections of record is thus respectfuUy requested and believed to be in order. 

It is respectfuUy submitted that all rejections have been overcome by the above 
amendments. Thus, a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 
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In the event that there are any questions relating to this amendment or the 
application in general, it would be appreciated if the Examiner would conlact the 
undersigned attorney by telephone at (650) 622-2360 so that prosecution of the application 
may be expedited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 

P.O. Box 1404 By: 7Mr^^*.A4C '70% J^t^.,^ o 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 jL^n Donna M. Meuth (/ 
(703) 836-6620 () Registration No. 36,607 

Date: June 6. 2003 
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CERTIFICATE OF FACS IMn.F. TRANSMTSSTQN 
I hereby certify that this Conununication is being &csimile transmitted to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office on the date shown below. 



Signature_ 




DuvJu^ Date:__4l^l^±^ 
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